
1)What motivated you to study the
political Right?
I spent eight years in academia in the
1970s as a political scientist and my
field was contemporary political phi-
losophy. I’d become quite interested in
neo-Conservatism (Irving Kristol,
Gertrude Himmelfarb,
Norman Podhoretz,
Jeanne Kirkpatrick) and
saw that this ideology had
the potential to catch on
in the U.S. It had a focus
on individualism, sup-
ported capitalism, was
avidly anti-communist,
and was not entirely
incompatible with Chris-
tian fundamentalism, so it seemed to me
that it would have appeal at that time of
growing backlash against my own his-
torical period—the 1960s.

I was motivated by intellectual curios-
ity and a growing disillusionment with
the wisdom of the voting public. In
1978 I left academia, feeling that the
campus life was too isolating. I went to
work for the ACLU for a year, then, in
Chicago, where I lived at the time, I
opened what was then known as Mid-
west Research. Very quickly we grew to
a staff of three!

2) What were PRA’s founding principles?
Our opening occurred on the heels of
Ronald Reagan’s inauguration. I had fol-
lowed the growth of the New Right and
could see its influence in his campaign
and administration. I felt its increasing
power as a serious threat to everything

I had spent my life working
to support – efforts to
advance equality, the
women’s movement, gay
rights, reproductive rights,
anti-racism, militarism, and
workers’ rights, to name a
few. Meanwhile, the Left
and other progressives
seemed to dismiss the New
Right as a band of “hillbil-

lies” and “rednecks.” My colleague
Chip Berlet and I knew them to be
White, middle-class business people,
who were excellent political strategists.
Our only goal at Midwest Research was
to correct this misperception, on the
grounds that if it were not corrected, the
progressive movement would make seri-
ous and destructive mistakes in oppos-
ing New Right initiatives.

Chip, Peggy Shinner, our board and I all
agreed on a founding set of principles:
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PRA AT THIRTY: HERE
FOR THE LONG HAUL!
I can hardly believe that
Political Research Asso-
ciates is turning thirty! I
hope that old chestnut,
“don’t trust anyone over

thirty,” won’t apply to us! As PRA celebrates
this milestone, we’ve been taking stock
of our contributions over the past three
decades and asking ourselves what is most
needed from us today and in the years to
come.

PRA first opened its doors in the fall of
1981, under the name Midwest Research.
The previous November, a powerful coali-
tion of conservative religious, business, and
ideological interests calling itself the New
Right had shattered forty years of liberal
consensus by propelling Ronald Reagan to
the presidency of the United States. A young
political scientist who closely monitored the
rising conservative tide had anticipated the
right-wing shift in American culture and
politics. Finding that both the academy
and liberal media institutions blithely
disregarded the insurgent rightists as fringe
actors unworthy of serious attention, Jean
Hardisty decided to create a new kind of
social justice organization: a research insti-
tute that studied the U.S. Right in order to
equip social justice groups to fight back.

I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say
that Jean and PRA put the right wing on
the map for many social justice groups in
the United States. Before PRA, terms like
“Nazis,” “fascists,” “reactionaries,” “bigots,”
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Founded as
Midwest Research
by Jean Hardisty
in Chicago.

1982

Produces two award-
winning posters
emphasizing the
broad spectrum of
right-wing violence.

1981

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 30 YEARS OF RESEARCH ON THE RIGHT

1983 1984

Researcher Chip Berlet
appears live on the NBC
“Today Show” to discuss
the violence-prone
survivalist movement
Posse Comitatus.

Chip Berlet is named
as a defendant in a
defamation lawsuit
brought by Lyndon
LaRouche against
NBC News and others.
LaRouche loses the case.

1985

PRA launches an online
computer bulletin board
system (BBS), the first
progressive BBS in the
United States devoted
exclusively to challeng-
ing the Right and
defending civil rights
and civil liberties.

1986

Apartheid in our Living
Rooms: U.S. Foreign
Policy and South Africa,
by Prexy Nesbitt, is pub-
lished in response to the
Reagan administration’s
constructive engagement
policy and the U.S. pres-
ence in South Africa.

Jean Hardisty in 2004



• We would remain independent. In the
past, most fight-the-right groups had
been part of a left party or formation.
We wanted and sought no affiliation,
though we have developed innumer-
able collegial ties with other groups in
the progressive movement.

• We would back up everything we said
with documentation and avoid
rhetoric or inaccessible language.

• We would operate with transparency
and make our materials, including
our substantial library, available to the
public.

• We would track only on leaders of the
Right, not followers, and we would
educate the public on the difference.

• Wewouldnotpromotehate,but instead
wouldworktoadvanceunderstanding.

• We would defend free speech and
other civil liberties, even when the
speech itself was hateful.

3) Why did you feel you and your tiny
staff were qualified?
Although I have always found it help-
ful to have a Ph.D., that alone is not a
qualification to do this work. Rather, it
requires an ability to think analytically,
to work with great care and attention to
detail, and to keep an open mind. In
Chip’s words, “Even a broken clock is
right twice a day.” The learning curve
at PRA is very steep for incoming staff,
and the work requires people who are
not daunted by that. It also helps to be
brilliant, as was the late Margaret
Quigley. Surina Khan, Nikhil Aziz and
Palak Shah all brought enormous skills
and talent to PRA over the years.

4) What were your greatest hopes?
On a personal level, I wanted to do
work that allowed me to look in the mir-
ror in the morning and feel that I was
doing my best to promote social justice.
I felt that every day at PRA, which is not
to say that the work wasn’t also frus-
trating, complex, and challenging. But
to do this work in the way it should be
done—with care and a certain amount
of compassion—alwaysmade me proud,
especially of the staff. We never felt
that an olive branch was the best answer
to the Right, but excellent public edu-
cation is something to be proud of.

On an institutional level, I wanted PRA
to play a constructive role in the pro-
gressive movement and to guide our
supporters and colleagues with wisdom
about how to understand the Right. I
saw PRA as an organization that existed
to serve the movement and the public,
and I believe we did, and continue to,
accomplish that. Our early work pre-
dated the Internet, but we were one of
the first progressive organizations to
have a high quality web site.

5) What are you most grateful for?
Of course I am deeply grateful to our
donors, some of whom have been with
us since the beginning. It takes a pro-
found understanding of movement
structure and movement building to
appreciate the role that PRA plays. Our
supporters have had that understanding.
Both individuals and foundation have
been aware of the threat posed by the
Right, even when the general public
believes that the Right was “over” or
“defeated,” as was the case with the elec-
tion of Bill Clinton and Barak Obama.

As organizations struggle today with
inadequate funding and our donors

struggle with fewer resources to support
us, we see smaller organizations going
under every day. Further, there is a gen-
erational change in leadership of the
movement that is both exciting and
requires new thinking on the part of us
older folks. I am grateful to live in “chal-
lenging times” and glad that I did not
spend my life on the sidelines as the
country has been ravaged by right-wing
ideology, the Right’s devious tactics,
and the mobilization of religion for
political purposes.

6) What do you most regret?
I am tremendously disappointed that the
progressive religious community has
not stepped up in a more assertive way
to stand against the Christian Right.
And, of course, I regret that PRA has had
to struggle for financial stability over the
years and still does, despite wide
acknowledgement of the high quality of
its work. Fundraising would be easier if
PRA were to trim its sails and speak less
truth to power. I am proud to say that
such a change is unlikely, if not to say
out of the question.

7) How do you see PRA now that you
are gone?
I think PRA is a better organization
now than it was when I was the Execu-
tive Director. The material the organi-
zation generates is of greater volume and
even more impressive, and the impact of
PRA’s work is greater. While the transi-
tion was a bit rocky, it is now on very
solid ground – with principles com-
pletely intact. Fundraising is still a chal-
lenge and is the one thing that may be
PRA’s “Achilles heel.” But if there is any
justice, PRA will be doing its work for
years to come, as I become increasingly
its proud godmother.
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Midwest Research is presented
the Citizens Alert “Rev. Willie
Baker Award” for “outstanding
efforts” in working for racial jus-
tice in Chicago, centering on
research and analysis of the
dynamics of race hate organizing.

Midwest Research moves to
Boston and is renamed Political
Research Associates.

1987 1988

PRA works with the
Center for Constitutional
Rights, the National
Lawyers Guild and other
groups in a national
network to expose FBI
spying on the progressive
movement against U.S.
intervention in Central
America.

1989

PRA leads a research
project on right-wing
attacks on Legal Services
for the poor.

PRA publishes Lyndon
LaRouche: Fascism
Wrapped in an American
Flag, a topical report by
Chip Berlet and Joel
Bellman.

1990

PRA leads a research
project on right-wing
obsession with
obscenity and pornog-
raphy, with a special
focus on their attacks
on the artists Robert
Mapplethorpe and
Andres Serrano.

1991

PRA collaborates with
South End Press to co-
publish two books by
Russ Bellant, The Coors
Connection: How Coors
Family Philanthropy
Undermines Democratic
Pluralism, and Old Nazis,
the New Right, and the
Republican Party.

1992

PRA takes over
publication of
The Public Eye
magazine from the
Public Eye network
of the National
Lawyers Guild.
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1993 1994

PRA begins distribution
of a series of twelve
organizing packets
titled Constructing
Homophobia: How
the Right Wing
Defines Lesbians,
Gay Men and
Bisexuals as a
Threat to Civilization.

PRA completes
groundbreaking
research on Christian
Reconstructionism, an
ultra-fundamentalist
wing of the Christian
Right that has been a
factor behind increased
violence in the anti-
abortion movement.

1995 1996

South End Press publishes
Eyes Right! Challenging
the Right Wing Backlash,
edited by Chip Berlet.

PRA report warns of the
rise of armed citizen’s
militia movement and the
potential for violence—
before Oklahoma City
bombing.

PRA Executive
Director Jean
Hardisty served as
an expert witness
in the successful
legal challenge to
the anti-gay
Amendment Two
in Colorado.

1997

In the face of the right’s
demonizing rhetoric
about “welfare queens,”
PRA publishes Decades
of Distortion, a report
that documents the
right’s strategic misiden-
tification and stereotyp-
ing of those aided by
public assistance.

1998

A joint research report with
the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force and Equal
Partners in Faith, Calculated
Compassion, is first to
identify the Christian Right
“Ex-Gay” movement as
another attack on gay rights
using softer rhetoric and
clever re-framing of issues.

On October 13th, PRA’s Pam Chamberlain presented findings from a year-long project to map the anti-LGBT Right at a public briefing at Hunter College’s
Roosevelt House in New York City. The briefing was followed by a 30th anniversary reception co-sponsored by Hunter’s Center for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, &
Transgender Social Science & Public Policy, the International Gay & Lesbian Human Rights Com-
mission, New World Foundation, and Public Interest Projects. The reception celebrated PRA’s
founder, Jean Hardisty, and featured her, Urvashi Vaid, and Kenyon Farrow exploring the current
challenges for LGBT progressives. Below are pictures from this event. Pam’s full report of findings,
Who’s Winning: Right-Wing Responses to LGBT Gains, is due out next month. If you would like a
print copy of this or any report, please contact PRA’s office!
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Celebrating PRA’s 30th Anniversary
With a Briefing & Reception in New York City

Jean Hardisty (R) with Sara Gould, former
Executive Director of the Ms. Foundation
for Women

Colin Robinson of Coalition Advocating for the
Inclusion of Sexual Orientation (L), host committee
member Trishala Deb of Public Interest Projects (C),
and Nikhil Aziz, executive director of Grassroots
International and former PRA research director

The reception’s featured speakers Jean Hardisty, Kenyon
Farrow (C), and Urvashi Vaid (R)

Tarso Luís Ramos with PRA Board Member
Janet Jakobsen

Many thanks to our speakers, host committee
members, and organizational sponsors for
their participation in this event!
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Jones*Tanaquil Jones* John Joseph* Jyl Josephson* Judith Joubert* Clayton Juan* Karen Judd* Susan
J. Justice * Karen Kahn* Ephraim Kahn* Heeten Kalan* Rachael Kamel * Louis Kampf * Robin Kane
* Steve Kantrowitz* Esther Kaplan* George R. Kaplan* Joe Kaplan* Madge Kaplan* Marion Kaplan
* Woody Kaplan * Elayne Kardeman* Howard Katz * Dean Kaufer * Debra Kaufman* Richard Kazis
*Milree Keeling* Patricia Kelley * Jackie Kendall * Marie Kennedy* Margaret Keon* Amy Kesselman
*Mha Atma Singh Khalsa* Surina Khan* Kristina Kiehl* Michael Kieschnick* Jean Kilbourne* Keith
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Kilty *Miho Kim* Anthony O. Kinby* Dennis King* Dorothy King* Marvin King, Jr. * Dave Kingsley *
Tim Kingstan * Linda Kintz * Patricia Kirshner * Rick Kissell * Frances Kissling * Karl E. Klare * Naomi
Klayman* Kim Klein * Lauren Klein * Larry Kleinman* Paul Kleppner * Anne Knight * Charles Knight
* Brett Knobel * Rick W. Knox* Edward Kobee* Kaylin Koch* Stephen Koczian* Elizabeth Koffman*

Roberta Koffman* Alfie Kohn* Nancy Kohn*Rep. Niilo Koponen* Rochelle Korman*Noboru Kosaka
* Sean Kosofsky * Ellen Koteen* Joel Kovel * Michael Kozu* Jeanne Kracher * Jeffrey Kraft * Hannah
Kranzberg * Tamara Kreinin * Herbert Kriedman * John Kroeze * Ben Kublin * David Kuehn * Glenn
Kumekawa* Frances Kunreuther * Nancy Kurtz * Andrea Kydd * Dwain J. Kyles * John Kyper * Vivien
Labaton*Helen Ladd* Tracey Lake* Bob Lamm*Madlyn Lamos*Debbie Landau*Kappy Lang* Edwin
LaRocque* AnneM. Larson* Mary Lassen* Anne Lauriat* Sandra Lawrence* Andrew Lawrie* Albert
Leach * Dena Lebowitz * Ann Lederer * Andrea Lee * Barbara Fish Lee * Cheryl Lee * Eun-Joung Lee *

Suzanne Lee* Vicki Legion* Michael Leibensperger* Kathy LeMay* Jerry Lembcke* Mary Leno* Gail
Leonard* Gail Leondar-Wright* Mollie Cross Leone* Andrew Leong* Ellen Leopold* Howard Lesnick
* Benjamin Levin* Abby Levine* Judith Levine* Lois Levine* Jo Levinson* Daniel Levitas * Jonathan
Levitt * Miriam J. Levitt * Richard Levy * Jane Lewenthal * Richard Licht * Allan Lichtman* Ron Lichty
*Michael Lieberman* Judy Lindamood* Lance Lindblom* Joyce Lindley*LuciaWoods Lindley* Chris-
tine Lipat* Christine Lipat* Carol Lipton*Margareta Litean* Timothy Little* Arthur Lloyd* Fiona Lloyd
* Georgia Lloyd * Susan Lloyd *Kerry Lobel * Richard Lobenthal * Cherie Lockett * Lewis Loewenstein
* John Lofland* Adam London*Madeleine D'Ivry Lord* June Lorenzo* Carol Loretz* Linda Lotz* Jim
Loughery* Tom Louie* Esequiel Lovato* Marcie Love* Matt Love* Nancy Lovejoy* Sam Lovejoy* Jay
Lowery* Carol S. Lowitz *Wahneema Lubiano* Mary Rita Luecke* Virginia Luther *Tammy Bang Luu
* Brinton Lykes * Harvey T. Lyon* David B. Lyons * Kathleen Lyons * Sandra Lyons * M. J. Maccardini *
Nancy Machen * Jeff Machota * Jean MacRae * Ruth MacRae * Anna Madison * David Magnani *
ChristineMaguire*PardisMahdavi* IanWhiteMaher* JohnMaher* PatriciaMaher* JoshuaMailman
* Shelley Mains * June Makela * Marcia Mandel * Geraldine Manion * Deloris Manny * Ann Manwar-
ing * John Maraganis * Brian Marcus * Paul Marcus * Lillian Margolis *Leni Marin * Marlene Marin *

Shirley Mark* Anne Markowitch* Jan Marks* Sheila Marks*Nury Marquez* Hope Wittman Martin*

William Martin * Roberto Martinez * Gary T. Marx * Sarah Marxer * James P. Masini * Carole Mason*

John Massen* Bridget Massie * A. Haron Masters * James S. Masters * Steve Masters *
Georgia Mattison * Ines Maturana * Paul Matzger * Martha Matzke * Mary Mauzey *

HenryMaxwell* PeterMayerson* TravisMcAdam* JohnMcCamant*DonMcConaughey
* John McDargh* John McDermott * Kathy McDonough* Elizabeth McDowell * John
McFarland* Rodger McFarlane* Heather McFarlin* Jeri McGiverin* John McGowan*

Janet McIntosh * Peggy McIntosh *Daniel McKanan * Robert McKay *Kenelm L.
McKinney* John B. McLaren* Jim McNamara* Jim McNamara* Marena McPherson*

Sean McShee * Ronald Mead * Margie Meara * Morton Mecklosky * Ellen Meeropol *
Barry Mehler * Tanya Melich * Leonard Mell * Fernando Menendez * Friedrike Merck *

RichardMerit* TheoMerkle*RalphMero* EllenMesser-Davidow*Fr. RonMetz* Bunny
Meyer *Harriet Meyer * Nancy Meyer * Paulette Meyer * Norman Meyerson * David
Michaelson*DennisMick* JerryMiddaugh* EileenMileo* JayMiller*MarcMiller*Marty
Miller*MayaMiller*MichaelMiller* StevenMiller* TomMiller* RicardoMillett*Weston
Milliken* JeanneMilliren*IdaMillman*MarkMills* GeorgeMilowe* StephanieMiranda
* Steve Mitchell * Kathleen Mixsell *Clark Moeller * Alejandro Molina * Carol Mollner
* CarolMollner* LucyMontgomery* StephenMoody* BrianMooney*CatherineMooney
*Rev.DianeMoore* JonathanMoore* RonaldMoore*DavidMooshian* RosarioMorales
* KieranMoran*MarjorieMorris*MimiMorris* SallyMorrison* DanaMoser*MaryMosley* R. Susan
Motley * Maryanne Mott * Ruth Mouly * Carolyn Mugar * Lynne Mulhall * David Muller * Bob Multer
* Joe Munoz * Janet Murray * Nancy Murray * Marnie Musante * Hermine Muskat * Kathryn Myers *
Nancy Fleck Myers * David Myler *Shadi Nahvi * Kenji Nakadegawa* Ricardo Neal * Gaylord Neely *
TanyaNeiman* Ronald Neimark* Jill Nelson* Robert Nelson* Sheila Nemazee* Prexy Nesbitt*Rozell
Nesbitt *George Neville-Neil * David Newby * Larry Newman* Tram Nguyen * Jane Nicholson * John
Nickels * Nancy Nienhuis * Saul Nieves * Dave Nimmons* Elaine Noble * Henry Noble * Judy Norris *
JudithNorsigian* VirginiaNorton* Flo AnnHedleyNorvell*Michael Novic* Esther Nowell* DanNoyes
* Jim Null * Jane Oakes * John J. O’Brien * William D. O’Brien * Darlene O’Connell * Peter O’Connell *
SheilaO’Donnell* CarolynOehler*MargaretDeirdreO’Hartigan* Anne C. Olson* LaytonOlson* Sarah
L. Olson*S. J. O'Neill * Martin Oppenheimer* Jim O'Quinn* Marjorie O’Reilly * Laura Orlando* David
Orr * Marina Ortiz * James Osgood * Michelle Oshima * Susan Ostrander * Kim Otis * Marla Painter *
Yvonne Pappenheim*Charles Park*Mike Parker* David Partington* Judy Patrick*Mary Jane Patterson
* Morton Paulson * Frances Pavlo * Mark Pawlak * John Payne * Roz Payne * Mark Pelavin * Ann
Pellegrini* Jon Pennington* Lydia Pennock*Michael Perez* Richard Perez* Cynthia Perkins*William
Perkins * Elizabeth Perry * Joseph Peschek * Pamela Petajan * Rosalind Petchesky * Jean
Peterman * Lola Peters * Shirley Peters * Eleanor Peterson * Amy Pett * Celene Peurye * Fred Pfeil *
Maggie Phair* Suzanne Pharr* Charles Phillips* Peter Phillips* Richard Pierard* Laura Pierce*Matthew
J. Piers* Supriya Pillai* George Pillsbury* Kathy Pillsbury*Martin Pimsler* Larry Piper* Charles Pique
* Ann Pitt * Frances Fox Piven* Zygmunt Plater* Sandra Polishuk*Jack Polsky* Peggy Ponder* Susan
Popovich* Lester Poretsky* Barbara Portee* Jack Nusan Porter* Tony Posk* Libby Post* Mary Powers
* Orion Pozo *Rev. Bruce Prescott * Amy Present * William Preston Jr. * Scott Price * Louis G. Prisock *

Mike Prokosch * Lori Proos * Ethel Pruett * Holly Pruett * Daniel Pryzbyla* Jaime Pullen* Lois Pulliam
* Ellen Punyon * Keith Purtell * Jan Putnam* Jesse Ward Putnam* Gordon Quinn * Barbara Rabin *

Alan Rabinowitz *Rev. Katherine H. Ragsdale * Emelia Rallapalli *Rev. Jovelino Ramos * Myra
Bergman Ramos * Catherine Raphael * Miles Rapoport * Rudolph Rasin * Beldon Raspberry * Faye
Rastegar*Mitra Rastegar* Pat Rathbone* Amelie Ratliff* Alan Rausch* Farah Ravanbakhsh* Freda
Rebelsky* Robert Rector*Chandan Reddy* Karen Redleaf* David Redles*René Redwood* Jon Reed
* Kathleen Regan* George Regas* Elaine Reily*Marcy Rein*Walter Reinheimer* Kendra Reinshagen
* ShadReinstein* AmyReisch*Ward Reiss* Roderick G. Repke* Sherry Reson*DianaReynolds* Joanne
Ricca* LouiseRice*AdrienneRich*AmyRichards*NancyRichardson* Noma Y. Richardson* Randolph
E. Richardson * Raye Richardson * Gerald Richman * Daniel Ridgency * Dan Ridgeway * Jeff Rifkin *

Stephanie Riger*J. Riggan* Julie Rikkers*Rev. Meg Riley* Rebecca Riley* Carol Rinehart* Jody Ripper
* Shirley Rissmann* Kay Ritter* CarmenRivera*A. E. Roach* Bill Roberts* JohnRoberts* Thorn Roberts
*Atty. NedRobertson*David Robinson*Maggie Roche* Terre Roche* SarahRoche-Mahdi* Peter Rocke
* Kathy Rodgers * Raul Rodriguez * Margaret Roemhild * Alberta Roesser * Eric Rofes * Linda Rogers
* PamRogers*Mark Rogovin*StephenRohde*GloriaD. Rohlfs*Bonnie Rohrer* Judy Rohrer* Armando
Rosa* Carol Rose* Don Rose* Eve Rose* Stephen Rose* Mindy Jane Roseman* Carl Rosen* Martin
Rosen * Susan Rosen * Lew Rosenbaum* Beth Rosenberg * Ellen M. Rosenberg * Emily Rosenberg *

Henry Rosenberg * Rachel Rosenberg * Murray Rosenblith * Charles Rosenblum* Helen Rosenthal *
LynneRosenthal* PennyRosenwasser* Loretta Ross*Marcy Ross* BobRoth*Alice Rothchild* Gertrude
Rowen*NanRubin* Jack Rubinsohn* Leland Ruble* Jean Rudd* Alan Ruff* Faith Runner*Rep. Byron
Rushing* Jeremy Ruskin* Joan Ruskin* Jenny Russell * June Rusten* John Ruthrauff * Nancy Ryan*

Corinne Sabo*Prantik Saha* Esther Saks* Michael J. Sales* Rick Saling* Evelyn Salk* Georgina Salls
* Kimberly Salter * Natalie Saltiel * Bettylu Saltzman* Keren Sammett * Rachel Samoff * Max Samson
* Dena Samuels * Ann Sanders * Bruce M. Sanderson *Joli Sandoz * Albert Santerre *Rabbi David
Saperstein * Laura Saponara * D’cady Sarahchild * Jacqueline Schad * Emmett Schaefer * Sandy
Schaefer Ung* Betty Schafer * Nan Schaffer * Arthur Schatzkin * Nancy Schaub* Larry Scheff * Abby
Scher* Skip Schiel*Margaret Schink* Robin Schirmer* Evelyn Schlatter* Jacob Schlitt* Steve Schnapp
* Claude Schnier * Julie Schollenberger * Jonathan Schorsch * Susan Schreiber * Tatiana Schreiber *
Jane Schube* John Schuchardt* Michael Schuler* David Schultz* Michael Schwalbe* Rudy Schware
* Carol Schwartz * Donald Schwartz * Jerome W. Scott * Lynn Sedway* Elizabeth Segal * Gary Seldon
* Horace Seldon* Eleanor Self *Sumantha Selvakumar* Curtis Selzer * Alice Senturia* Richard Seron
* Alexander Sesonske*Michael Setty*Mitul Shah*Nayan Shah* Stephanie Shanks-Meile* Ted Shapin
* Joan Shapiro*Michael Shapiro* Norma Shapiro* Renee Shapiro* John Fredrick Shaw* Penny Shaw
* Sarah-Ann Shaw* Lindsay Shea*Deidre Sheedy* Lorraine Sheinberg* George Shepherd* Chuck Sher
* Sue Sherbrooke * Delia Sherman * Deborah Sherwood * Sonya Shields * Carolyn Shilling * Peggy
Shinner * Linda Shoemaker * Jessica Shubow* Barry Shuchter * Ethel Shufro * Libbie Shufro * Pamela
Shufro*Mildred Siegel*Molly Siegel* Linda Siegle* Gwynne Sigel* Bette Sikes*Mohan Sikka* Sarah
Silbert * Veva Silva * Dara Silverman*Pinkham Simmons * Elizabeth Simon* Chris Simpson * Jeanne

Simpson* Nancy Singham* Neville Roy Singham* Rebecca Sive * Holly Sklar * Louise
Sloan*Martin Small* EleanorM. Smeal* Beverly Smirni* Barbara Smith* David Smith
* Faith Smith* Fran Smith* Jean Chapin Smith* Julie Smith* Ken L. Smith* Lucy Smith
*Meredith Smith* Richard Smith* Rosa Smith* Ruth Smith* Timothy Smith* Peter Snoad
* Shane Snowdon* Mary Ann Snyder * Esta Soler * Alisa Solomon * Daniel Solomon *

Lori Soloway * Judy Somberg * Margaret Sondler * Sharon L. Souders * Susan Spang *

BrianSpears*NormaSpector*Charlie Spiegel*GerardAlanSpiegel*DonnaSpiegelman
* Jane Spielman* Jane Spragg*William Srack* J. Roderick Stackelberg* Ronna Stamm
* Patrick Stanford* Sam Starobin*Lael Stegall *Cary Stegman* Arlene Stein* Ed Stein
* Edward T. Stein*Nan Stein*NanD. Stein* Jill Steinberg*Vicky Steinitz* Barbara Steinke
* Harlan Stelmach* Scott Sterling*F. C. Stern* Joe Stern* Max D. Stern* Margot Stern
Strom * Andrew Stettner * Catharine R. Stimpson * Jeff Stone * Ralph Stone * Mary
Stranahan* Gregory Streich* Carol Streiff* Don Strickland* Bertram Strieb*R. Stritzler
*Margot Strom*Vivian Stromberg* Sara Stuart* Josh Sugarmann*Dennis Suggs* Anne
E. Summers* Herbert Susmann* Veronica Sussman*David Svendsen* Joel K. Swadesh
* Carol Swinney *Javid Syed * Rita Szantay * Catherine Tactaquin * Frieda Takamura *

Milton Takei* Dorinda Tappan* John A. Taube*Ericka Taylor* Kathryn Taylor* Audrey
Tazelaar* Elizabeth Ann Terry* Makani Themba-Nixon* Nancy Theriot* Jane Thomas* John Thomas
* Sandy Thompson * Erika Thorne *Kip Tiernan * Lucy Tierney * Joan Tighe * Maida Tilchen * Sharon
Tiller * Murray Tobak * Carol Tolan * Deborah Toler * Katie Tolles * Dorothy Tollifson * Brian Tongier *
Shawn Towey* Thomas Tresser * Toni Troop* Harriet Trudell * Dorienne Truskoff * Bernard Tuchman*

William Tucker * Anna Tudor * Mark Tully * M Vincent Turner * Rebecca Turner * John Turngren * Ann
Tyler * Lynde Uihlein* Urvashi Vaid*Manish Vaidya*Fran John Valach* Marie Vallance* Ariane Van
Buren* Tracy Van Slyke* Carole Vance* Cynthia Vanda* Pam Vawter *Rev. Carlton Veazey* Themba
Vilakazi * Katherine Villers * L. Vincent * C.T. Vivian *Win Vogel * Louise Vrande * Maria Vullo * Ken
Wachsberger*CarolWade*DavidWaggoner* JudiWagner* LeonieWalker*Rev. LuciusWalker*Howard
Wallace* JimWallace* Jim B.Wallace* VictorWallis*GerryWallman*CatherineWalsh*MartinWalsh
* Tanis Walters * Edward Wesley Walton * Jenny Warburg * James C. Ward * John Warne * Laura
Washington * Lynn Wasser * Paul Watanabe * Carol Watson * Patricia Watson * Candace Wayne *

Rev.GloriaWeber*AlanWeberman*SusanWebster*NancyWechsler* ElizabethWeedon* SusanWefald
*Rabbi Daniel Weiner* Paul Weiner* JamesWeinstein* LeoWeinstein*Matthew F. Weinstein* Scott
Weinstein * Joseph Weintraub * Daniel Weir * Gerry Weiss * Sylvia Weiss * Bernice Weissbourd * Bob
Weissbourd * Mildred Weissman * Stephanie Welch * Jane Wells * Liz Welsh * Martha Wenger *
Manfred Wenner * Leo H. Werner * Marcy Westerling * Dart Westphal * Liz Wheaton * Farley
Wheelwright* Thomas F. Whelan* DouglasW.White* E. FrancesWhite*MiaWhite* ElaineWhiteman
* Jeff Whitnack * Lorin Whittington* J. Albert Wiberley * Gus Widmayer *D. Wiegand* John Wilborn
*Jairo Wilches* Cheryl Wilfong* AnnWilger* FrankWilkinson* PennyWillgerodt* David B. Williams
* FranklinWilliams* JeanWilliams* LorettaWilliams* LucyWilliams*MaiamaWilliams* RhysH.Williams
* Rick Williams * Mary Willis * Harper Willson-Dean * Anne C. Wilson * Chris Wilson * Kate Wilson *

Larry W. Wilson* Marie Wilson* Melba Wilson* Monty Wilson* Alice Wimer* Allan Wimer* Howard
Winant* Burt Winick* MarvinWininck*WilliamWinkler* Terry Winograd* Farrell Winter* LeahWise
* SteveWishengrad* KarenWitzke* KarlWoelfer* JenWofford* ClaireWolf* LouisWolf* RobertWolf
* HannahWolfson*MilesWolpin* RobertWolsch*YeeWonChong* JohnWood* AllenWorters* Sheli
Wortis * Sylvia A. Wright * Sarah Wunsch * Jennifer Yanco * Jacob Smith Yang * Linda Yang * Susan
Yanow*Rev. S.Michael Yasutake* Jane Yett* Katherine Yih* Jonathan Young* Louise Z. Young*Quentin
D. Young* Ruth Young* Steve Young* Tommie Younger * Daniel Yurman* Bobette Zacharias * Elliot
Zashin * June Zeitlin * Karen Zelermyer * Eileen Zemlin * Mary Zepernick * Polly Zevin * Bonnie
Zimmer * Ben Zimmerman* Laura Zimmerman* and Mary Zlot *
Apologies to anyone we may have missed
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Beacon Press publishes
Jean Hardisty’s Mobilizing
Resentment, winner of the
Gustavus Myers award.

PRA publishes Defending
Public Education, the first in
a series of Activist Resource
Kits, primary and secondary
materials about campaigns
on the Right.

1999 2000

Guilford Press pub-
lishes award-winning
Right-Wing Populism
in America: Too
Close for Comfort,
by Chip Berlet and
Matthew N. Lyons.

2001

Public Eye Special
Issue on 9/11
focuses on
Nationalism and
Nativism.

2002

PRA issues a
Special Report on a
Massachusetts
think tank: The
Pioneer Institute:
Privatizing the
Common Wealth.

2003

PRA publishes
acclaimed research
on the African-
American anti-
abortion movement
and the Right’s
attack on LGBT
safe zones in
high schools.
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PRA in the News
• Senior Analyst Chip Berlet was in

great demand after the bombing and
shooting in Oslo this summer. He
was published in the New York Times
in July as one of a number of promi-
nent debaters on the topic “Will the
Norway Massacre Deflate Europe’s
Right Wing?” on the Times’ Room for
Debate. His article, Culture Warriors,
argues that Breivik is unaffiliated with
fundamentalist Christians and neo-
Nazis per se, and rather a right-wing
populist crusader against “multicul-
turalism” and other alleged threats to
Western Christian civilization.

• The Thom Hartmann radio program
featured Chip’s expertise in July for an
hour on the link between Norway’s
Christian terrorist and U.S. right-
wing ideology. He was also
interviewed on an August
Between the Lines Radio
program, Norwegian Anti-
Islamic Mass Murderer
Influenced by American
Christian Right Extrem-
ists, which addressed
Andres Breivik’s fear of
“Islamization” of Norway
and Europe and its ties to
many U.S.-based right-wing Christian
activists’ anti-Muslim hatred.

• PRA’s Senior Researcher Pam
Chamberlain was also interviewed in
response to the Oslo tragedy in July.
She spoke with Jim Brown of The

Current on CBC radio for “Ideolog-
ical Architects,” about the writers,
academics, and philosophers quoted
by Breivik, and whether in such cases
writers should be considered respon-
sible for the actions of others.

• Pam also spoke with Amanda
Marcotte on the RH Reality
Check program on Reality-
Cast radio.“TerrorisminNor-
way, Anti-Contraception
Sentiment in the U.S.”
explored Breivik’s views on
women’s rightsandreproduc-
tive rights and whether they
contributed to his violence.

• PRA’s Civil Liberties Project Director
Thom Cincotta’s 2010 report on civil

liberties abuses continues to
make the news. New Ameri-
can Media.org and the San Jose
Bee both published articles in
July about the San Jose, CA
police department’s possible
participation in the federal gov-
ernment’s Suspicious Activity
Reporting (SAR) program. Raj
Jayadev wrote about the con-
troversy surrounding this deci-
sion and drew upon Cincotta’s

report Platform for Prejudice: How
the Nationwide Suspicious Activity
Reporting Initiative Invites Racial
Profiling, Erodes Civil Liberties, and
Undermines Security. He quoted
Platform contributor Hamid Khan

(executive director of the South Asian
Network) and noted the main findings
of the report.

• Thom’s 2011 report for PRA,
Manufacturing the Muslim Menace:
Private Firms, Public Servants, & the

Threat to Rights and Security,
has continued to make head-
lines and serve as a resource
for journalists since its pub-
lication in March. CNN’s
“‘Ex-Terrorist’ Rakes in
Homeland Security Bucks”
exposed more of the contro-
versial figure Walid Shoebat,
one of the “expert” speakers

for police and Homeland Security
counter-terror training courses that
Cincotta documented in his report.
These trainings proliferate anti-Mus-
lim among law enforcement and are
partially funded by federal tax dollars.
The CNN piece was originally aired
on Anderson Cooper’s “360,” whose
Special Investigative Unit used PRA as
a key resource for their report.

• Chris Hedges also wrote about Walid
Shoebat in Your Taxes Fund Anti-
Muslim Hatred for Truthdig.org,
interviewing Thom at length about the
rise of anti-Muslim hatred since 9/11
and how it is perpetuated by news per-
sonalities, politicians, supposed
“experts,” law enforcement and
intelligence officials, and members
of the Christian Right.

2004

Deliberate
Differences:
Progressive and
Conservative
Campus Activism,
a special report, is
released.

We honor Jean in
her transition to
President Emerita.

2005

Defending Justice, the fifth
ARK, is published, accompa-
nied by its own website.

PRA hosts the first of a series
of roundtable dialogues with
activists and researchers.

We welcome Katherine
Ragsdale as the new
Executive Director.

PRA’s 5th Activist
Resource Kit

1982’s award-winning
poster

Chip Berlet appears live on the
“Today” show in 1983.



2006

PRA publishes
UNdoing
Reproductive
Freedom: Christian
Right NGOs Target
the United Nations,
a report by repro-
ductive rights
researcher Pam
Chamberlain.

PRA publishes
Running Against
Sodom and
Osama: The
Christian Right,
Values Voters, and
the Culture War in
2006, a report by
Chip Berlet and
Pam Chamberlain.

2008 2009

PRA and the Women of
Color Resource Center
jointly publish two reports
by Jean Hardisty: Pushed
to the Altar: the Right
Wing Roots of Marriage
Promotion and Marriage
as a Cure for Poverty?:
Social Science Through
a “Family Values” Lens.

PRA publishes Toxic
to Democracy:
Conspiracy Theories,
Demonization, &
Scapegoating by
Chip Berlet.

PRA publishes an
all-new Defending
Reproductive Justice
Activist Resource Kit.

PRA publishes
Globalizing the
Culture Wars: U.S.
Conservatives,
African Churches,
& Homophobia by
Rev. Kapya Kaoma.

We welcome Tarso
Luís Ramos as the
new Executive Director.

2010

PRA publishes Platform
for Prejudice: How the
Nationwide Suspicious
Activity Reporting
Initiative Invites Racial
Profiling, Erodes Civil
Liberties, and
Undermines Security
by Thomas Cincotta.

2011

PRA publishes
Manufacturing the
Muslim Menace:
Private Firms, Public
Servants, & the Threat
to Rights and Security
by Thomas Cincotta.
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and “homophobes” were used less interchangeably and as epithets. This
apparently resulted in cathartic chants at rallies, but not much in the
way of nuanced or useful analysis about the organized opposition to the
civil rights, feminist, gay rights, peace, and other social justice move-
ments of the 1970s. Readers of PRA’s materials have come to appreciate
the distinctive agendas and strategies of the various right-wing sectors,
and to consider the opportunities presented by those differences and
disagreements.

PRA hasn’t exactly been alone over the past three decades. But while
various groups have arisen during that time to offer a media counter-
point to right-wing campaigns, from the Moral Majority to the Minute-
men, PRA has dedicated itself to producing deep, incisive analysis to
inform social justice movement strategies rather than sound bites. This
is not to diminish the importance of sophisticated messaging or to pass
over our own substantial engagement with news media outlets, but to
note that our primary audience has long been social justice changemak-
ers: from grassroots organizers to opinion leaders to public officials.

We’ve also had the good fortune to be able to work closely with a
number of research institutes and independent investigators who bring
deep expertise and commitment to their work on the U.S. Right. We’re
sorry to say that a good number of those institutes have closed their
doors over the years, leaving PRA—and the social justice movement—
with fewer sources of reliable research.

Over our thirty-year history, PRA has produced groundbreaking work
and has collaborated with advocates in the areas of racial and immigrant
justice, civil liberties, reproductive justice, LGBT rights, and economic jus-
tice. It’s satisfying to take stock of and celebrate our accomplishments.
To that end, this issue of PRAccess includes a timeline of some of our
best moments and an interview with PRA founder and President Emerita
Jean Hardisty.

However, the current state of the country doesn’t allow for more
than a brief pause for self-congratulation. In many ways, these have
been three punishing decades for social and economic justice. We find
ourselves again in a period of powerful right-wing resurgence. While this
is a disappointing state of affairs, the fact is that PRA was founded in a
moment not unlike this one. Indeed, this is what we were made for. It
took the country over thirty years to get into this mess, and PRA is com-
mitted to continuing our vital work to help us get out of it—if necessary,
for another thirty years!

As we look to the current and future challenges facing PRA, several
issues are at the forefront of our concerns:

Economy: The free-market deregulatory agenda of the U.S. Right has
wrecked the domestic economy and created a global financial crisis. As
economic justice issues increasingly occupy center stage, PRA is looking
at ways to strengthen the resources we offer changemakers active in this

arena. At the same time,
PRA, like many of our
allies, finds itself buffeted
by the same economic
conditions that have caused millions to lose their jobs and homes. While
right-wing money continues to flow and shore up conservative institu-
tions, key pieces of progressive movement infrastructure, like PRA, find
it increasingly difficult to attract foundation support. PRA has always
been disproportionately reliant on individual support and we are likely
to become even more so in the years ahead.

Communications: The twenty-four hour news cycle and rise of
various digital social media have continued to generate wonderful new
communications and organizing opportunities. Yet those come with
real challenges for those of us who produce and value comprehensive,
strategic research. To maximize PRA’s value to social justice changemakers,
we must continue to innovate with communications approaches that
meet people—and their devices—wherever they are, without trading
analysis for mere alerts or strategy for sound bites.

Organizational Change: As we honor our founder, Jean Hardisty, on
the occasion of PRA’s thirtieth birthday, we have begun the transition of
another longtime staff member, PRA Senior Analyst Chip Berlet. Chip has
been a leading expert and commentator on the U.S. Political Right for
three decades and has been an anchor at PRA almost from the begin-
ning. We honor his outsized contributions in defense of human rights,
wish him well on his new adventures, and are scheming about ways to
collaborate in the future. Of course, Chip can never be replaced. PRA’s
current challenge is, in part, one of generational change. We have been
developing a new generation of researchers and analysts to carry on the
work initiated by Jean and Chip, and will need to redouble our efforts in
this area. In recent years, PRA has provided a home for new or previously
unknown talented researchers such as Kapya Kaoma and Thomas Cin-
cotta, authors of groundbreaking exposés on homophobia and Islamo-
phobia, respectively. Despite the tough economic times, we aim to
expand our family of contributors in the coming year by putting the
“A” back in “PRA”—reviving the research associates model from our early
organizational history. Interim Research Director Pam Chamberlain
will play a lead role in organizing and developing this talent pool.

As we look to the future, all of us at PRA are excited about the oppor-
tunities to make a real difference in a time of tremendous challenge and
need. We stand on the shoulders of giants, taking inspiration from their
examples as we retool ourselves to be as innovative and effective in the
decades ahead as we have been these past thirty years. In this issue we
honor some of those who have been with us on this journey and invite
all of you to join us for the journey ahead.

– Tarso Luís Ramos

From Executive Director continued from page 1

Tarso Ramos reflects
on highlights from
PRA’s first 30 years
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A � Support PRA!
Yes, I want to invest in PRA’s work with a SPECIAL GIFT.
My contribution of $______ is enclosed/should be charged as
indicated. (Donations are tax-deductible to
the fullest extent of the law)

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

� My donation and/or subscription is a gift to the person listed
above. Please enclose a card to let them know it is a gift from

_________________________________________________________

Donation to support PRA’s work $____________
(Donors of $100 or more receive a subscription to The Public Eye)

Become a monthly sustainer:

�� $15/month      �� $30/month      �� $50/month

� Subscribe!
Yes, I want to subscribe to The Public Eye.
Please send a subscription to the address below.

The Public Eye SUBSCRIPTION

1 Year $21.00
2 Year $36.00
Student/Retired/Low-Income $15.00

Outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico add $9.00/surface mail, $14.00/air mail

Subscription (4 issues) $_______
Postage (outside U.S., Canada, and Mexico) $_______
TOTAL $_______

� Check Enclosed (Make payable to Political Research Associates)

� Charge my Mastercard/Visa

Account # _____________________________________ Exp Date _______________

Name _________________________________________________________________

Signature ______________________________________________________________

Mail form with payment to: 
Political Research Associates, 1310 Broadway, 
Suite 201, Somerville, MA 02144-1837

For information on additional materials available from PRA, please visit our website: www.publiceye.org and order on-line.
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